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|| have fallen short of the duty 


‘| commission of the offence, 


Wee peblle-nitad loxow protoundty tiered 
concerning crime in this City,—its alleged in- 
crease, its extraordinary boldness, and the ap- 
parent immunity from punishment of ie: worst 


The agitation ‘en slacn exe by mo means 
groundless. eee cia vio tie: taxa ct 
the, fair fame of 


Rebirth vegedl bc Gin prevalence and to- 
Grease Of crime, spat Ipoh ee tn Sree 


| City than has been generally suppdsed, 
‘| shows most strikingly tlie Incapacity or inactiv- 


of arresting the murderers at the time of the 
Tt must betaken into consideration, also, that 
‘in collating these figures only evident and un- 
disputed homicifes haye been taken into ac- 
count, In addition to 832 homicides there 


‘are onthe Coroners’ books hundreds of ‘verdicts 


of “death from causes unknown,” or ‘‘ supposed 
drowning,” behind many of which the work of 
the murderer is undoubtedly hidden. As there 
are no means of yerifying this helicf,. all such- 
cases have been rejected, and only those in- 
stances counted where the evidence was emphatic 
that death had been caused by violence inflicted 
by human agency, 

“Moreover, it does not help the case for the Police 
to mow that of 181 undetected murders 50 were 
infdnticides. These latter were almost invari- 
ably cases of child-murder where the bodies were 
found in vaults of houses, and in which it might 
‘with reason be supposed. that the detective 
ee ee ee ere 


Nor have the Police had, as 9 rule, any cases of 
homicide where ordinary diligence and acumen 
might not have detected the criminal. As we 
have stated, there have been comparatively few 
ingtances of vindictive and secret murder. Hence 
the ‘Police’ have rarely been driven, as in the 
Rogers case, to work exclusively on circunistan- 
tial evidence, which is a fact that may be placed 
to the credit of: the community, as the detectives 
have seldom accomplished Sa ee 
have had to rely solely ipon the clues 
by ciroumstances. In' thie connection it is per- 
tinent to cite one late instance—that of Tuomas 
F. LAVELLS, a conductor on the Seventh-avenus 
Railroad, who was stabbed on his car in Church- 
street, on the evening of Feb. 17,1968, The act 
was instantiy known to the Police, who carried 
the wounded man tothe New-York Hospital, 
where he died the same evening. This was far 
from being'a case of.extraordinary difficulty, but 
the murderer has not been found out, and if the 
Police have made any effort whatever to arrest 
him, they have never claimed credit for it. 

* Dhis exhibit,therefore, wile it gives us the 
information that homicides and affrays result- 
ing im death, have. been less frequent in this 
also 


ity of. the detective branch of the Metropolitan 
Police system, and fites in the face of the tradi- 
tidn that “murder will out.” 

THE PUNISHMENT or "*MURDERERS, 
. While discussing this of ‘murder, itis’ 


- proper to explain, as far as the matter admits of 


the Teason that murderers and per- 
guilty of homicide are‘ held so long in cus- 


- tdy before they are brought to trial, and flow 


'} they often eecape with what is believed to be an’ 
‘ entirely 


swiftly-and surely, and they will son be stricken 
with tetror: 

, It isieansolatory' to know that the criminal an- 
thorities, judging from the senténces of a few 
days past, have at last come to this conclusion. 


anaes nh ee culpability has of 

late years pez ‘In: view of the recent 
offences. of extraordinary Doldness, this asser- 
tiongto most minds will appear untrue. But it is 
susceptible of perfect demonstration. The Po- 
— eottriterse year 1868 exhibit fhe enor- 
mous ‘ 





: we come ‘to anslyze. the character of 
Paros arts (taking the returns for the past 
five or six years,) we will find that while it is an 
incontrovertible fact that crime has steadily 
Greased in the district during the time in question, 
presley a ae in offences of 


in- 


inadequate punishment. 

The trouble can bé for ‘the most part directly 
traced to what aré confessedly defects in our 
 oriminal laws and to the cumbrous machinery of 
justice, the aim of which seems: to.be to afford 
offenders of every sort all possible facilities for 
escaping their deserts. : 

For instance, the. difficulty of cdfivicting 
murderers in this State has been vastly increased 
since 1960 and 1963,in which years the Legislature 
made a great mistake in tampering with the Jaw 
besring on this crime. 

-Murder was then classed in two degrees, and it 
took the Courta five years to determine what the 
second degree of murder might be. The punish- 
ment of nturder in the first degree 1s hanging, 
and for murder in the second degree Jmprison- 
ment for ten yearé, Or for life, in the discretigaot 
the Court. 

’ ‘The practical result of introducing such a ai 








for ‘evavietion in: aay” given odendie It he 


chooses he can bring a’vase promptly into Court, 
Or Ee Romane iat een the letter and 
spirit of the Jew;.until-4¢. suite his pert pon 
He may go further, and. accept’a plea from 
prisoner guilty of an offence’ many- 
lower in grade than that charged in the 
ment by the Grand Jury. ; 


guilty to an' offence which simply secured them 
in confinement for months. A power so absolute 
is liable to .be abused, and yet it may be exer- 
cised with perfect. fairmeas, even in cases where 
there’ .is. amoral certainty of guilt, but 
in which the evidence may be technically 
imperfect according to the. view of the public 
prosecutor who alone has access to the merits of 
the matter. There ara, therefore, advantages - 
and disadvantages even in this sutocratic meth- 
od of dealing with criminals, : 
THE UNVINDICATED LIQUOR LAW. 
Inquiry has often been directed to the neglect 
of our late District-Attorney in the matter of 
prosecuting the thousands of complaints which 


had: aecumulated in‘his office against violators | 


of the Excise law. The answer is plain. A par- 
tisan purpose is doubtless subserved in the fail- 
ure to prosecute, but there are valid ‘grounds in 
law for the non-action, A well-settled rule’ of 
criminal procedure is established in this respect, . 


Cases brotight to trial must be in the following { 


order : 
ae spam viace the defendantis in cus- 


2. Misdemeanors in which the defendant is 
in custody. 

$. Felonise.in Which the Geteidsint ta on bell. 
ans a ce She Gatomians is on 


As the liquor cases belong to fhe latter class, 
and as the indictments pending against offenders 
of the three other classes have thus far never 
been exhausted, there seems to be no tangible 
cause of complaint under the circumstances. 

THE TROUBLE ABOUT JURORS, 

Tt may be urged thatif the office of the Dis- 
trict-Attorney is overflowing with indictments 
which cannot be reached under the alow proc- 
esses of criminal procédure, it would be well to 
hold two separate terms of the Court of Sessions 
simultaneously. There is a Recorder and also a 
City Judge, 
time, and so : 

There seems to be great reason in this, but the 
Main obstacle in the way of such a course is the 
trouble of obtaining jurors. ‘The difficulty in. 
this respect is clitonic, and calls fora radical 
remnedy. 


first day 6f the term. The penalty for hon-ser 1 
vies without legal excuse is simply a fine of $25 | 
- for the term. Many business men submit to the 
finé, and néver put in an appearance. 


tinction has been that jurors, influcticed by un- | 


willingness to unite in a capital .éonviction, 
always find the prisoner guilty of the second 
degree. The simplicity of the old definition 
ought to be restored. 

‘So with manslaughter, which the Legislature 
haé defined to be of four degrees. Ttrequires the 
finest kind of technical knowlédge to understand 
the nice distinctions which the law has made in 
this offence, and as a consequence jurors can- 
{rarely be brought to give a verdict except for the 
lowest degrees. 

. 80 much for the light punishments which in 
these days are meted out for this sort of offence. 
TARDY PROSECUTION OF OFFENDERS. 

As regards the failure of the prosecuting offi- 
cars tO Dring murderers and perpetrators of the 

-erime of manslaughter to prompt tzial, there is 
niuek to be said in mitigation. 

. As the law now stands, it is an ‘abeolute impoe- 
_ sibility to procure @ juty immediately. after the 
“commiiasion of a crime which is at all notorious. 
‘Publicity is given to.am -event through the 
_ newspapers, snd upon the facts presented in the 


dis | publicprints the person summoned as a juror 
eh, onan orange tage ccghh pcre 
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‘THR NEW CRIAINAY, CODE. 
The remedy for the evils at which ‘we have 


‘we havé no 
space to atinotrats to be tend tee ote 





certainly affected injariously 
with rascals in ao frequent & manner. 


PNT AE 


for the fortuitous ciroumstance of a collision of 
the cart with a street car, the rascals would have 
pray wag ene tenacity of 


especially during the Winter months, the Police 
also say that it mimat be borne in mind that here 
is the great rendesvous of criminals from all 
parts of -Ameri¢a, as well as from foreign 


of a crime of tis sort, where can the evidence 
against him be found unless. he happen to be 
caught in the act? He can dispose of hie plun- 
der with facility’ He will destroy it utterly be- 
| fore be will yield it, The only alternative is to 
eoiipromise for the recovery of 9 portion of the 
property. This, in some manner, the Detective 


Police are enabled readily to do. . The victims of. 
the thieves are glad'to come to a settlement on, 


these terms. But the catise of public morality is 
by compounding 


cases it might not be susceptible of ‘proof, but 
very. few doubt its truth, It is strenuonsly 
made by the Police. They declare the practice 
to be one of the difficulties with which 


principal 
they have to contend, Tn innumerable instances, 





| by the Recorder and City Judge, of granting the 
‘writ, ‘The effect of this curtailment, in the case 


Tins wea a aplendid guvoet, but had it not been | of of Tele ADs, Was that he retired from the. 


We * ve ‘had hoped, hy investigation of the records 


are very imperfect. Many of the original writs 
are missing, and there are. no, entries on the 
books of the institution to show that they were 
ever The books set forth that since Jan. 
1, 1864, to Deo. 31, 1868, one hundred and ninety- 
four convicted prisoners have. been discharged 


how many writs were iseued that did not result 
in a discharge—that ial ge enti teat 


sation, upon which our system is based, has been 
lost sight of in many material. points, and our 
Police, instead of being useful in the repression 


and detection of crime, has lapsed into a merely 


ee better than a regiment 


i aye 2 CPE St aoa 
lead to this conclusion, we will begin with the 


‘THE EEROE OF OUR DETECTIVE STOTEM. 
The organization in this’ regard is especially 
defective. A radical‘ error. lies at the founda- 
se oa beeen tha pEemapemtes Gratien ee 


om | conscious 
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y laid at the door of the Polies= 
porn go nee Spel ger ip cc goer oS 
‘gident—one of many that have come to our 
‘knowledge—we will conelude the subject for a 
‘ time. 


Tt is Hot a great while since, that a lady of this | 


City, in the last stages of consumption, who had 
peer advised by her physician to use opium to re- 
lieve the severe pain to whiich she was constant- 
ly subject, on one occasion, after the admizil atre- 
tion of a teaspoonful of the dlixir of opium, was 
permitted to go out and take a walk 
a servant. Overcome by feebleness and by. the 
effects of the opiate, she sat down for a moment on 
‘@ doorstep. Almost immediately after a policeman 
‘chile up, and 


attended by |’ 


and addressing her in reprehensible | 
language, ordered the orden baat a oot 
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Bulle f the ©) . 
Bailroad—A Pure Envention, Aris : ih one | 2 ; along, | 
AqvANrs, Ga:, Sindy: Jan. 31, 1900. | {felt in a Lew change! in ome part of 1t@ course, | : 

The negro, réconstruétion, retrenchment, ‘ Butit needs sit the: discipline Of & equrse of 

Mr. Hirrt?s faiture’ to get hisseat in the Senate, | 20d Biver navigation to propate one te appreci-\) 

JO. BROWn'S décision that relief is i nanos. + 

ahd almost the price of'cotton, have been igno Biber He RR pe ! 

or forgotten during the past week, and nothing | *°2™°Ser gh et ee eR a would 2 

etid, doné, of thought about kiything but Teeas- | L*ke.” There are four or five: lakes, of | the 

urer ANermn’s report to the Legislature, alleging | ®D8pés #0 frregular that it is no wonder the map- 

fraudtilént tise by Gov, BULLOCK of $95,000 of the Mespair, ‘These ate con-, 

public money. ‘The Gov nation acous- 
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peou ant yore tty headed th tb seie-why, 
Will see the rope hitched to another tree aud the 
The two points that attract most attention 
5 eens ee the criminal 
code, in. reference to capital punishment,..and 
the stage'of an act yet; and hence its a6 pre- 
mature to make “xtended notice. of: them. 
The probable event of so much disctssion on 
nevigation. “This is & new town, mostly grOWD | go criminal code will be to abolish the death 
Up since the war, ut it is ‘now the. markettown | > onalty tor everything except murder, or homi- 
bought on credita mass of bricks and mortar, 
the property of a bankrupt stock company, ‘and: 
having made an: agreentont ‘with the “Municipal { 
Govéernmeat of Atlanta, fitted it up with great 
promptness and skill, and are to receive therefor 
° ‘The Governor admits the loan or advance of 
the money to the Kimbatis, witha view to ena- 
ble them to complete:the buildings in time for 
the legislative session; but here the questions 
arise, where is the appropriation to ‘pay Kis- 
BALLS anything, and where is the warrant ¥° 
There are all sorts of‘rumors current, but as 
the Finance Conmmittes keep their own coutisels, 
nobody knows what will ‘be. done ‘antil ‘they re- 
port, and the matter comes up for legislative ac- 
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‘Senate will be wise enough, we hépe, to avoid 


-gach @ controversy by abating something of 


ee peokecii es asiemmammmmerccine t 


to grow. 
Congress and the Supreme Court, 


in joint meeting might decide all questions a . 


that should arise by. a’niajority of all the 
votes, which, as he justly said, would 

the Senate altogether ; but it is not easy to 
see precisely how he can maintain his theory 
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Toughs and ruffians,—a detachment of the 


great army of ‘scoundrels who ‘follow crime | 


of all sorts, as other men follow trades, for 
living, and for the gratification of their 
natural instincts atid appetites, who have 
comie to regard thémséives as having right 
and, immunities with which neither the law 
nor its officers must. be allowed ‘to inter- 
fere, ‘and who combine to © resist; re- 
sent and punish such interference. In 


j murdering a . Police , offieer; Rua. had 
A {-not-.only taken. revenge for’ his‘: dwn. 
| Wrongs, but he bad acted a the champion of |: 
| fitis gang to which he belonged: and they 
} Tepaid his service by mustering ‘for his de- | 
| fence. They" thronged ‘the Court-room on | 
his trial : they were present to overawe the | 


Jndge and. the officers of the law: it was an- 


opened,’ that “some “of the “witnesses for 


margin giony eiglare 


‘upon the political, complexion of ita 


iF ES 


abet agppalacnuss ap lr Suara d 59 


al 


: ls kg palo Pi 








diet Mook Nach Wun, he Aeaads ares. centre 
an army-of 10,000 men, cavalry, infantry and ma- 

‘to make'a ‘show of saving people trom one 
Se Our shystering law- work and ite jug- 
glery must give way to something more peremp- 
| tory and more simply just to society at large. 


yea or nay on the question of admitting or | Ib Is aid that the reason the jury_ ro 


sexeluding the vote. And: when. an 


tivedevision ‘was ‘rendered,’ as ft was ‘on | 


Wednesday, the status of Georgia waster 1: aacious 
tically settled. 

, Tie acceptance of the vote is sui unoondi- 
tional recognition of the power to vote. No 
iesilal: Filsding based este 3b, 3: 


joint tesolution or on any other ground, can | 


at all modify the ‘essential fact. The 
joint action..of the..two. Houses in re- 
ceiving the vote admits of no appeal.’ It is 


positive and ‘conclusive as well as’ to the: 


legal regularity af the vote as to thé author- 
‘ity of the State to give it. There is no mid- 
dle ground in the premises. . nia Powe 
not be out of fie Usa, he Biase. wal 


the prosecution had received notice that, if 


they. testified .in , this:.case,. they. would be 
assassinated before leaving the building ;” 
and: individual. members of the jury were 
followed and threatened ‘with ‘a similar fate 


| if they did not acquit the prisoner. “A Police 
force of abouk .200 was. required. to\protect | 


tlie Court-house, and prevent's forcible st- 
tempt of these scoundrels’ to. ‘break ‘up the 


‘It is gratifying to-be ableito.state:: 
Spite of all: these demonstrations; 


ly sentenced the . assassin to be hung on the 
2d of April -next.- The: delay: is ‘somewhat 


require ; but if the sentence shall be even } 


thien, carried. into “execution, we shall ‘have 
ea =e diosa 


raps ‘thing -possibly -bé disabused of ‘the 
apes. Abate gags oa 








ded, and the unwillingness to admit Mr, Hriz,. 


It does fi 
of. the 
discretion, at 


ish tn tacks the confidence 
§ in ‘the efficiency of the Police to 


fe pe m9 Wego not. look for |. 


th | is at stake, we meat basange hen, the Senate 


Will adhere to tke logical consequendes of ite dn the tiieetre, 


oe Menage ane 
oer Sem sande gg is: rn he eS 
Tod thee Rtestarron ae said ¢ 
= er tepergyt ‘i snp 
prey ore 


Se a wp Binaes 1) tan: 
ne oa, wilh I 


, 4. pee tye eons fry Je 








nae eee ee 


Pi ra a yiel * = 
Pike spe ee 


Nee 





Se Le, 


af is Ae ria 
yak 
4 7 : TRG Hleganaecs rd 
ie ‘Twe ania “ts ’ Wes g Le ne yee " mA ihae bef Rianne Beet rar k hey Dasma vat scat Tennent Hoes rhe 
. «4 will x nk 4 é 4 ° nm : ees s ¥ ae ye SA Wee pee 4 pp : 
noe he ¥ tee -* : 4 ak ¥. 
ee Some: mS 2 a ae og Ape 
Sardetannays es Bye he f wrod : 
30 refuro cs nie of Mentos | conions to-day. be theo 
i bY" say ass uf a, nanan te ee sto: hold @ | i tg 
senna avies Sins crest 


: a) 4 a Hibily « Bul b ace ; 
Sera ps se tbrn ate ; er ws 


Vine 


meee N, 











opp: a tae wrqpaste yn 


ee) eae 
oo L ‘oe ‘ > y : ' bs aismod ‘i ; : Lpieggehe 2 appre 8 Wal LOS f note to Te 
AE at g jm Paths Rep Oe < na he ; ee e ; | ae = Bow por Pry ey 


m, | wae ele 
ORE 





Hho att 
1. Bead, ayy 











ete apa ers atta eas Se on of the moueys afising therefrom [Pealn tng. sees ING SESSIO} SATURDAY, Fob. 18 
the State to the Greenville: and.-Colmmbie ail: |"59°;oteazp 0 be proper and for the int , amr the Whi : ee ; 








Miscellaneous Telegrams. 
‘Buwina, NY, Fee Wat, Wats; &@ la+ | 
borer, was killed about 9 o’clock last evening, 
“Soy miles enst,.ot thie ety: ‘by the care on 
Erie Railway. He one track to 
‘Sher te allow. 9 tin ty Dean pase, when's ‘train 


\ Sawa *% . ‘* yon | t nec a Y add las ~ .. Public , 2 : Pe b we CEE aes 


NEW a 


. “EBAVELS IN ALASKA. 
oe» gy cine 

















CHINA AND TH pone: See 
By J. Le Neva. 
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‘Travel.and Adventure in the Territory of Alaska, 
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